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Remarkable New Gidjuum Gulganyi Walk Now Open in Tweed Byron
Hinterland

An incredible new 42km multi-day walking adventure in the Tweed Byron Hinterland on the NSW North
Coast is now on offer with the opening of the Gidjuum Gulganyi Walk, on Widjabul Wia-bal and
Minjungbal Country, part of the Bundjalung Nation.

The 4-day 3-night walk, delivered by NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), weaves through
the Gondwanan rainforest and ancient volcanic landscapes of Mount Jerusalem National Park, Whian

Whian State Conservation Area and Nightcap National Park.



https://dncnsw.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/MEDIA-RELEASE.pdf

Special Entertainment Precinct for Byron Announced

Byron Bay will become the first regional NSW town to get a protected late-night entertainment
precinct, under a state government push to boost nightlife by relaxing rules around trading hours and
noise complaints for live music venues.

Under the scheme, live music venues typically receive a two-hour trading extension on nights when live
music is offered, and one hour on other nights



https://dncnsw.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/250418_entertainment-precinct.pdf
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Cultural Tourism in NSW

The NSW Regional Arts Network (RANSW) commissioned a new analysis of cultural tourism in
regional NSW. The report provides insights into the scale of regional cultural tourism and
opportunities to support its development.



https://regionalartsnsw.com.au/2024-report-cultural-tourism-in-regional-nsw/
https://regionalartsnsw.com.au/2024-report-cultural-tourism-in-regional-nsw/
https://regionalartsnsw.com.au/2024-report-cultural-tourism-in-regional-nsw/

nation NSW

DNSW Aboriginal Experience Development Program Applications Open

Delivered in partnership between Destination NSW and the NSW Aboriginal Tourism Operators Council
(NATOC) as part of the NSW First Program, the initiative is designed to support Aboriginal-owned and
led tourism businesses by strengthening visitor experiences, building industry connections, and
providing access to services that support business development and growth.
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Tlme s Running Out for the North Coast Reglonal Tourism Awards

Entries have now closed for the North Coast Regional Tourism Awards. Before you complete your entry
submission, please make sure you review the FAQ document and the highly informative Entrant
Support videos. The next two Tuesday sessions are open Q&A's - these won't be recorded. Mark
your diaries to join live to ask questions and hear further explanation and clarification from the awards
team.


https://www.destinationnsw.com.au/newsroom/destination-nsw-initiative-drives-aboriginal-tourism-growth
https://dncnsw.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/North-Coast-Regional-Tourism-Awards-2025_Entrant-FAQ.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYWSyP7jmL0dGbUdt7NzxRbjhyWUKazcc
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYWSyP7jmL0dGbUdt7NzxRbjhyWUKazcc

Contact Ashley Gray (ashley.gray@dncnsw.com) or 0483 224 375 if you have any queries.

 REGIOMNAL
TOURISM
AWARDS

Vote for your Top Tourism Town

The North Coast is again well represented in the Top Tourism Towns finalist list. Vote for your favourite
before 4 May 2025. Your vote goes towards their final score and the towns with the most votes in each
category wins a People's Choice award!

Tiny Tourism Town (population under 1500) Top Tourism Town (population over 5,000)
Buladelah Ballina Coffs Harbour

Small Tourism Town (population 1,500-5,000) Yamba Kingscliff

Gloucester

Industry Insights
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Visitor Economy Facts and Figures - April 2025

oks & economic

Chmsgnon  Coniribution io dinvet GYA by ndustry (valkue a3 GAS)

Intermational
wisitars

Intermational
studonts

Summary

13 et b e B804

12 i b Pl 283 o

. 1 et b s 1504 [l $3200n

13 et 1 e 2y [l 17 0m

13 st b e 703 [l 5110w

Fulltie
T

State G5F

$820 Bbn Filet e L

Total jos
49M



mailto:ashley.gray@dncnsw.com
https://dncnsw.com/2025-north-coast-regional-tourism-awards/
https://nswtourismassoc.kartra.com/survey/TopTourismTown
https://www.tra.gov.au/en/economic-analysis/tourism-satellite-accounts/state-tourism-satellite-account
https://www.tra.gov.au/en/economic-analysis/tourism-satellite-accounts/state-tourism-satellite-account
https://www.tra.gov.au/en/economic-analysis/visitor-economy-facts-and-figures
https://www.tra.gov.au/en/economic-analysis/visitor-economy-facts-and-figures

NSW Records Highest Tourism
Consumption

Tourism Research Australia has released its 2023-
24 State Tourism Satellite Account, which reports
on the economic contribution of tourism across
the country. NSW recorded Australia's highest
level of tourism consumption, which was worth
$48.2 billion to the state's economy (up 13 per

cent on 2022-23 and up 26 per cent on 2018-19).

Visitor Economy Facts & Figures | Austrade
The Visitor Economy Facts and Figures (VEFF) is a
monthly report which brings together data
relevant to the visitor economy from a range of
different sources. The report provides a quick and
easy reference for the major factors affecting
Australia's visitor economy.

Seasonal Experiences Index: Spring/Summer 2025 | Big Red Group

Big Red Group's Seasonal Experiences Index: Spring/Summer 2025 report has found that
bookings are already up by almost two-thirds (64 per cent) in 2025 compared to the same period in
2024. The report analysed booking data from more than 650,000 experiences taken between 1

September 2024 and 28 February 2025.

The Rise of Night Tourism

A 2024 study by Booking, covering 33 countries, found that more than 60% of travellers now lean

toward nighttime activities like safaris, stargazing, and even sunset city walks. Luxury travel firms saw
roughly a 25% bump in overnight trips last year, with younger travellers really taking the lead. They're
generally on the hunt for experiences that differ from the typical night in the town-preferring genuine,
immersive outings that blend nature and culture under a starry canopy.

Experiences are King
McKinsey reports the global experience economy is now worth $1 trillion, with nearly half of bookings
still offline - a huge opportunity for industry to bring booking pathways into the digital space. Read

the report.

Industry Development

S=a0l

Image: Destination NSW

Experience Development Workshop -
Lismore 15 May 2025

Destination NSW has opened registrations for its
2025 Experience Development workshop being
held in Lismore. This free workshop, delivered
under the NSW First Program, supports
businesses to create new experiences or refine

Mandatory Changes for Hospitality Industry
Preparations are underway to introduce
mandatory country of origin labelling for seafood
in hospitality settings (seafood CoOL). An
information standard is proposed to be introduced
under the Australian Consumer Law using the
Australian-Imported-Mixed (AIM) model. Once in


https://www.tra.gov.au/en/economic-analysis/tourism-satellite-accounts/state-tourism-satellite-account
https://www.tra.gov.au/en/economic-analysis/visitor-economy-facts-and-figures
https://www.bigred.group/news/seasonal-experiences-index-spring-summer-2025/
https://www.tourism-review.com/night-tourism-sector-offers-unique-experiences-news14901
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/travel/our-insights/the-evolving-role-of-experiences-in-travel
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/travel/our-insights/the-evolving-role-of-experiences-in-travel
https://dncnsw.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Social-Media-Guidelines-2025.pdf
https://dncnsw.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Social-Media-Guidelines-2025.pdf
https://consult.industry.gov.au/cool-for-seafood-in-hospitality-information-standard-and-explanatory-statement
https://consult.industry.gov.au/cool-for-seafood-in-hospitality-information-standard-and-explanatory-statement

existing ones. If you are unable to attend the in-

person training, a virtual workshop will be held on

26 June 2025.

Rural Women's Gathering - Lismore

place, restaurants, cafes and other businesses
must label where their seafood comes from in the
future.

Registrations are now open for the annual Rural Women's Gathering. Organised by Lismore Council
with support from the Rural Women's Network and Destination NSW, the theme for this year's program
is "Connect to the Heart". 25 October 2025, Lismore

Australian Festival Industry Conference 2025

Early bird tickets are on sale now for the Australian Festival Industry Conference (AFIC)
2025.AFIC is the Asia Pacific's leading industry meeting place for festival management personnel who
deliver quality music, arts & culture, food & drink, ideas and sporting festivals. 8 -9 September

2025, Brisbane

2025 ART Convention Early Bird Registrations Now Open
Working with the theme From Numbers to Impact: Measuring what matters in Regional
Tourism, ARTC will be a jam-packed program covering a multitude of topics over three days. 14 - 17

October 2025, Adelaide Hills

Around the Region

Discover what's been happening across the tourism industry within the Destination North Coast
network. To share your new product, experience or event, please get in touch with Ashley Gray,
our Industry Development Manager or submit them via the link below.

Port Macquarie Museum Shortlisted

Port Macquarie Museum has been shortlisted in
the 2025 National Trust (NSW) Heritage Awards -
Advocacy Category. The awards recognise
excellence in the conservation, protection and
interpretation of natural, cultural and built
heritage. Winners will be announced at the
National Trust Heritage Awards ceremony on
Friday 16 May in Sydney.

Regional Environmental and Economic Plan,

Wauchope & Hinterland Tourism Map
Wauchope & Hinterland Tourism Map project is
now complete, showcasing the incredible
businesses, attractions, and experiences that
make the Wauchope & Hinterland area so special.
A digital PDF version is available for download
and hard copies available locally.

Business NSW would like your big ideas and insights as they develop ProspER: a
regional environmental and economic plan, led by business and industry. It aims to support


https://dncnsw.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Social-Media-Guidelines-2025.pdf
https://consult.industry.gov.au/cool-for-seafood-in-hospitality-information-standard-and-explanatory-statement
https://www.nsw.gov.au/ministerial-releases/registrations-open-for-2025-annual-rural-womens-gathering-lismore
https://australianfestivalconference.com.au/
https://regionaltourism.com.au/convention-registrations-2025/
https://regionaltourism.com.au/convention-registrations-2025/
mailto:ashley.gray@dncnsw.com
mailto:ashley.gray@dncnsw.com
https://dncnsw.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/MediaReleasePortMacquarieMuseumShortlistedNSWHeritageAwards.pdf
https://dncnsw.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/MediaReleasePortMacquarieMuseumShortlistedNSWHeritageAwards.pdf
https://wauchopechamber.com.au/projects/elementor-6626/
https://wauchopechamber.com.au/projects/elementor-6626/
https://dncnsw.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/MediaReleasePortMacquarieMuseumShortlistedNSWHeritageAwards.pdf
https://wauchopechamber.com.au/projects/elementor-6626/

the recovery, wellbeing and revitalisation of the Northern Rivers and Tenterfield Shires. Stay connected
as it progresses and submit your big ideas today via the online form or email
jane.laverty@businessnsw.com to learn more.

New Visitor Guide Unlocks Coffs Coast's Secrets
The 2025-26 Coffs Coast Visitor Guide is out now, and it provides a handy hot-list of things to see,
do and enjoy for visitors and local residents alike.

New Products and Experiences

Have a new product or experience you'd like to tell us and DNSW about? Submit it via the link below.

Bertie's Food & Drink - Ballina
Breakfast / Deli Sandwiches / Salads / Wine bar - Not fancy food, just good tasty food, served
generously.

Drift - Crescent Head
Discover Crescent Head's newest coffee spot - serving up freshly brewed coffee, delicious cakes, and
an epic brunch menu.

Ballina Beach Nature Resort - South Ballina

Previously Ballina Beach Village (BBV), our mission is to help travellers discover South Ballina, offering
newly constructed, renovated and updated accommodation options for couples, executives, events,
functions, families and even your pets!

The Fredo Pub - Fredrickton
The 'Fredo Pub' has had a stunning makeover - and it's looking better than ever! With a spacious new
beer garden, a fun kids' area, and a mouth-watering menu, it's well worth a visit.

Funding and Other Opportunities

Government agencies and organisations offer grants and funding programs, designed to assist with
improving your business or product offering. Review the latest opportunities for grants in NSW and
nationally via Austrade.

Destination North Coast may be able to provide a Letter of Support (LOS) for your project if it aligns
with the Destination North Coast Destination Management Plan (DMP). Letters of Support
requests can be made via the online form found on our website.

Creative Nations Program

The Creative Nations Program supports First Nations artists, cultural workers, organisations and
communities through their artistic expressions that continue to sustain and strengthen First Nations
arts and culture in NSW. Closes 30 April 2025

Australian Music Foundation Classical Awards
Supports young Australian classical musicians, conductors and composers in furthering their studies
overseas. Closes 12 May 2025

Country Arts Support Program (CASP) - Arts Northern Rivers
The Arts Northern Rivers CASP 2025 funding round aims to support local community arts and cultural
development in the Northern Rivers. Closes 2 June 2025

Create NSW Cultural Grants Program
This grants program assists historical research and publication of local, community and regional history
projects. Closes 25 June 2025


https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=APANOvYNA0-oiNpZ_lO_FTpuacoSG-pMoBxoQa04d8BUMEQ4R0dBMDUxWUdWRjZYWUUxUUtRQlJJMSQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
mailto:jane.laverty@businessnsw.com
https://www.coffsharbour.nsw.gov.au/Your-Council/Newsroom/Media-Releases/New-visitor-guide-unlocks-Coffs-Coast%E2%80%99s-secrets
https://www.bertiesballina.com.au/
https://www.instagram.com/drift.crescenthead/
https://ballinabeach.com.au/
https://www.fredopub.com.au/
https://destinationnsw.tfaforms.net/f/experience-update
https://www.nsw.gov.au/grants-and-funding
https://www.austrade.gov.au/en/how-we-can-help-you/grants
https://dncnsw.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/DNC-Destination-Management-Plan-2022-2030_web.pdf
https://dncnsw.com/funding-and-grants/
https://www.nsw.gov.au/grants-and-funding/24/25-creative-nations-round-2
https://australianmusicfoundation.org/award-applications/
https://www.nsw.gov.au/grants-and-funding/casp-2025-arts-northern-rivers
https://www.rahs.org.au/cultural-grants-program/

Sustainability and Eco-tourism

Electric Vehicle Fleet Incentives

Do you have a fleet of three or more vehicle? Kick-start funding is available for electric vehicle fleet
incentives until 30 June 2025 or when funds are exhausted. See the NSW Climate and Energy
Action website for more information.

Environmental Restoration and Rehabilitation grants

The Environmental Restoration and Rehabilitation grants program supports community and
government organisations to achieve lasting, positive impacts on the NSW environment. The objectives
of the program are to:

e improve and protect the quality of ecosystems and environmental assets managed by
community groups, land managers and stakeholders

¢ enhance the management of environmental assets by facilitating the development of
environmental expertise and stronger partnerships between individuals, community groups,
governments and industry

e provide an appropriate, effective, and sustainable mechanism to deliver government policy,

priorities and outcomes.

North Coast Events

To aid your planning and to support local events, please note these upcoming events on the North
Coast or find all events on DNSW's website.

Bellingen Film Lovers- Bellingen 28 April - 4 May 2025
Mardigrass - Nimbin 3 May 2025
Primex - Casino 15-17 May 2025

Bangalow Billycart Derby - Bangalow 18 May 2025


https://www.energy.nsw.gov.au/business-and-industry/programs-grants-and-schemes/electric-vehicles/electric-vehicle-fleets
https://www.energy.nsw.gov.au/business-and-industry/programs-grants-and-schemes/electric-vehicles/electric-vehicle-fleets
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/funding-and-support/nsw-environmental-trust/grants-available/environmental-restoration-and-rehabilitation
https://www.visitnsw.com/events?17896-regions%5B0%5D=middleware_regions_6305b359e9ab5&17896-regions%5B1%5D=middleware_regions_6305b35327b2f
https://www.bellingenfilmlovers.com.au/
https://nimbinmardigrass.com/2025/
http://www.primex.net.au/
https://bangalowbillycart.com.au/

Follow DNC on Social Media

Thank you for taking the time to read this update. Don't forget between our e-newsletters, you'll find
us on the socials - head over to follow us on LinkedIn and Instagram. You can find training and
other content on our YouTube channel. We also encourage you to share our updates with your
networks, simply forward this email and they can subscribe here.

This email was sent to enews@absoluteevents.com.au by admin@dncnsw.com.
Click here to unsubscribe.
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https://www.instagram.com/destinationnorthcoast/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJYTVffA4rhKs3ceMWvESEA/videos
https://dncnsw.com/newsletter-subscription/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/destination-north-coast/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJYTVffA4rhKs3ceMWvESEA
https://www.instagram.com/destinationnorthcoast/
http://crm.reallysimplesystems.com/consents/manage/?cid={customer.id}&ctid=11570264&csid={campaignstage.id}&a=unsubscribe

