
Moments not Minutes 
Redefining our engagement with nature
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NSW National Parks and Wildlife 
Service acknowledges the traditional 
custodians of the land and pays 
respect to Elders past, present and 
future.
We recognise Australian Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ 
unique cultural and spiritual 
relationships to place and their rich 
contribution to society.



We’re not in Kansas anymore
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Declining contact with nature

Shetty, PS. (2009) 

https://www.statista.com/chart/22845/decline-in-monitored-vertebrate-
species-populations/



Business-as-usual: a failed model
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2017





The true value of nature-based 
experiences

Human health and wellbeing 
benefits of nature 
connectedness:

• 17% - improved mental health

• 11% -  improved productivity

• $2.1 trillion – estimated global worth

• 1:200 –  ratio of financial return

• $ – larger than current global tourism industry

Source: Buckley & Chauvenet, 2022 



Increasing Connectedness is Key
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Dorrigo National Park 
a new approach
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We want our visitors to:

• Slow down
• Pay attention
• Engage their senses
• See more
• Hear more
• Smell more
• Stay longer
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Is it working?





Photo: Jay Black/DPE

andrew.turbill@environment.nsw.gov.au

mailto:andrew.turbill@environment.nsw.gov.au
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