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New Walk Puts NSW in Global Ecotourism Map

The ancient Gondwana Rainforests on the NSW mid-north coast will host a spectacular new multi-day
walk as part of a $56.4 million investment in the NSW Budget.

Treasurer Matt Kean said the four day Dorrigo Escarpment Great Walk will increase access to one of
Australia's most beautiful rainforests and attract an extra 200,000 visitors to the region.

The centrepiece of the funding is a brand-new Arc Rainforest Centre which will feature a spectacular
boardwalk and lookout to offer accessible and exceptional experiences for visitors

National park management and visitation generates $18 billion in economic activity annually and
supports over 74,000 jobs, with 75 per cent of economic benefit occurring in regional areas.

The starting point of the Dorrigo Great Walk will be the new Arc Rainforest Centre, featuring a hanging
boardwalk overlooking the World Heritage rainforest.

The walk will include four low impact walkers' hut precincts, new camping areas, three suspension
bridges and 46 kilometres of walking trails.

It will also become a place for visitors to learn and connect with the culture of the traditional
custodians, the Gumbaynggirr people.

More information is available here.

$422 Million To Boost NSW Visitor Economy



The NSW Government is investing $422 million to cement New South Wales as the premier visitor
economy of the Asia Pacific and reach its target of $65 billion in total visitor expenditure by 2030.

Key initiatives include:

e Securing a state-wide calendar of world-class events, including 10 World Cups in 10 Years

e $60 million Aviation Attraction Fund to secure routes and support airlines to return to the
State's airports

® Developing the NSW Government's Feel New marketing campaign to provide a compelling and
unified visitor message for the state to entice visitors

e Managing product and industry development programs

Minister for Enterprise, Investment and Trade, Minister for Tourism and Sport, and Minister for Western
Sydney Stuart Ayres said the funding would build industry resilience and accelerate the recovery of the
visitor economy.

"This Budget will support the visitor economy on the road to recovery, build our Feel New brand,
showcase our world-renowned products and experiences, and create new business opportunities and
jobs," Mr Ayres said.

Read the media release.

Caravan And Camping Holidays To Kickstart NSW Tourism
Camping and caravanning looks set to lead the charge to reignite a passion for travel across the state.

The Caravan & Camping Industry Association (CCIA) NSW has partnered with Destination NSW in a
joint multi-week television, social and digital media advertising campaign dedicated to caravan and
camping holidays. "These beautiful ads build on the emotion and strength of Destination NSW's multi-
million dollar advertising campaign with a focus on the freedom and adventure of caravan and camping
holidays and will connect consumers to www.caravancampingnsw.com where they can research, plan
and book their next holiday," CCIA CEO Lyndel Gray said.

The Feel More, Live More campaign starts on Sunday 12 June with television ads profiling some of
the great escapes across NSW which are accessible for a caravan and camping getaway. The TV
campaign will be complemented by social and digital media ad placements across NSW targeting
families, youth and the over 50's market.

View the 30" TVC here: https://vimeo.com/718641178/7420e8dd15 and read the_media
release.

Budget Boost Keeps Lord Howe Island Pest Free

Australia's World Heritage listed Lord Howe Island and the future of some of the world's rarest species
of plants and animals are being safeguarded with a $32.9 million NSW Budget investment.

The funding will deliver infrastructure upgrades to prevent rats and other pests accessing the island,

support quarantine programs using trained detector dogs, as well as other measures to inspect boats
and planes that arrive at Lord Howe Island.

Since the rodent eradication program began in 2019:

e the population of Lord Howe Woodhens has more than doubled



e there are increased numbers and breeding success for birds such as the black-winged petrel,
masked booby and Lord Howe currawong

e endemic ground geckos and invertebrates such as land snails are recovering

e numerous plant species including the critically endangered little mountain palm have increased
seedling and seed numbers.

Read media release

$1.6 Billion Boost For Next-Gen Jobs And Opportunities In The Regions
Creating jobs, developing investment opportunities, delivering more support for young people and
improving local services across regional New South Wales will be a key focus of a $1.6 billion package

announced in the 2022-23 NSW Budget.

Further information is available in the media release.

NSW Budget To Boost Women In Small Business

Women in small business will have access to free TAFE courses and professional advice thanks to $15
million over the next four years in the 2022-23 NSW Budget.

The 2022-23 NSW Budget will invest in the following programs over four years:

e $3.5 million to provide fee-free TAFE NSW Women in Business courses

® $2.0 million in grants to industry associations and chambers of commerce to run professional
networking programs for women in small business

e $5.0 million to expand the Business Connect program to provide dedicated services to women-
led small business

® $4.5 million for the Service NSW for Business program to provide targeted support for women-
led small businesses.

Further information_is available here.

State Of The Tourism Industry 2021 & Monthly Visitor Snapshot

The State of the Industry 2021 report is now published. This annual report presents a snhapshot of
Australia's visitor economy in 2021.

Deeply affected by the pandemic, the visitor economy has shown resilience and persistence in 2021,
with the rapid return of domestic tourism following lockdowns. The staged reopening of Australia's
border from the end of the year spurred rising optimism for 2022.

The National Visitor Survey snapshot for the month of March 2022 is now published. It provides
statistics on how Australian residents travelled in your state or territory and nationally during this
period.




March 2022 saw continued improvement in interstate travel compared to a COVID-19 impacted March
2021. Although results were still down on pre-pandemic levels, March saw the third best result for
interstate travel since the beginning of the pandemic. This was particularly the case for visitor numbers
and nights spent away. A positive sign was that overnight spend was up on pre-pandemic levels.

The increase in spend when compared to March 2019 showed: New South Wales (NSW) - up 11%,
with increased spending on:

® accommodation
e food and drink
e shopping.

Unrivalled Aboriginal Experiences

The second edition of digital publication Connect to Country has been released, exploring the stories
behind Indigenous art, festivals, islands and romantic stays.

NSW businesses featured include our own Wajaana Yaam Adventure Tours.

Destination NSW is a partner of the Signature Experiences of Australia Program, which produces
the Connect to Country digital publication.

Industry Development

Extending Intake - Accommodation Reinvestment Mentoring Program:
Are you interested in getting more advice on how your accommodation property can invest? Don't miss
out and APPLY NOW on the Accommodation Reinvestment Mentoring Program.

This program is FREE of charge to North Coast Accommodation businesses, funded through the
Australian Government, under the Recovery for Regional Tourism program administered by Austrade.
The Stafford Strategy team who will deliver the mentoring will provide one-on-one mentoring
support including:

® Advice in relation to reinvesting your property
Getting advice on what markets are looking for

e How your property can best align to take advantage
Reinvestment strategies

The program will commence from late June/ early July until September 2022 and is flexible to fit
around busy businesses.

For more information visit our website or contact Sarah Elphinstone or phone 0410 448 570.
Destination Tweed - How To Create A Resilient Future?

How do we deal with the challenges of our climate as people, as industries, as businesses, and artists -
that is as a community? In a changing world how do we build resilience and a future with these



extreme weather conditions?

Destination Tweed is taking up the challenge with a series of networking events over the next few
months where they are looking at how to respond to these events across a range of industries. Funded
by Foundation for Regional and Regional Renewal (FRRR) and the Australian Government's Future
Drought Fund, they are bringing together a variety of groups across agri-food, Indigenous, nature and
art networks to look at how to strengthen and prepare for the future.

The first event will be 'Nature and Indigenous' initiatives held on June 29 at Tropical Fruit World
with Uncle Frank and speakers from Minjungbal Museum & Cultural Centre, Tropical Fruit World and
Jumping Red Ant leading the panel and this will be followed by an agri-food event on 12 July, and n art
and entertainment event will be the final event that brings all the ideas together.

For more information or to book a place email Tracy Moschogianis.

Unpacking Booking Systems

Newly launched Bookable Tourism has designed an on-demand online learning experience teaching
you how to choose a booking system for your business. You know you need a system, however don't

know where to start?

This course is designed to provide you with a framework to follow and help navigate the world of
booking systems. Currently there is a launch offer of $129 so be sure to jump on it.

Looking for one-on-one help? Bookable Tourism also offers consulting in sourcing a booking system.

More information can be found here.

/XN BOOKABLE
/\LA:\AX TOURISM

HOW TO-
CHOOSE A

BOOKING -

www.bookabletourism.com.au

Destination Byron Tourism Symposium

The Annual Tourism Symposium is Destination Byron's hallmark event. The event brings together local,
national, and international speakers, panellists, and guests to discuss visitor economy trends,
opportunities, and challenges and network.

The 2022 Annual Tourism Symposium will be held on Wednesday 29 June, 2022 from 9 am - 1 pm at
the Elements of Byron Resort.

Tickets are on sale now.

Events Training Program

Registrations are now open for rEVENTS Academy's final 2022 intake of the popular Seven Week
Regional Event Management Training Program. Focused on assisting small to medium, regional
and/or volunteer run events, it commences 18 July and runs through until 2 September 2022.




Read more.

EV Charging Grants Information Session
An online information session about the NSW Government's electric vehicle (EV) destination charging
grants will be held on 6 July 2022.

Learn how eligible NSW destinations are being supported to co-fund the purchase and installation of
EV chargers and EV software. The session will provide an overview of the grant guidelines and how to

apply. Applications for round one funding are open until 23 September 2022.

Find more information here and register for the event

Funding And Other Opportunities

Meta Australian Small Business Flood Relief Support

Supports small businesses affected by severe flooding in New South Wales and Queensland. There's
dedicated flood relief for impacted businesses, Facebook and Instagram business page guidance and
advice, one-on-one business consultation with a Meta Small Business Support Specialist and some
$200 advertising coupons to help attract more customers.

Closes 16 September 2022.

Create Grants
Supports mid-career Australian creative writers and visual artists to create and develop new work.
Closes 19 September 2022.

Get Ready Community Award

Nominations for the NSW Government Get Ready Community Award 2022 are now open.

This Award recognises the work communities do to prepare for, respond to and recover from disasters.
Volunteer groups, community organisations and local councils are invited to nominate their community-
led project.

Nominations close on Monday 18 July 2022.

Around the Region

New Shareholders And Directors For The Big Banana Fun Park
Coffs Harbour's Big Banana Fun Park is an iconic Australian landmark, woven into the fabric of Aussie
family road trips over more than five decades.

Over the last 17 years owner, Village Building Company, have expanded the Fun Park and its offering,
engendering significant growth in revenue and visitation leading to the development of a Master Plan
designed to guide and accelerate the transformation of the iconic Big Banana over the next 10-15
years. Implementation of the Master Plan is already underway with the first phase of the Water Park
Expansion (involving the introduction of a Duelling Raft Ride and Wading Pool with additional smaller
rides and water play equipment) and approval of a Development Application for 40 Eco Tourist Cabins,
the majority having ocean views.

To involve the local community and accelerate the implementation of growth strategies, additional
shares have been released and two additional Board Directors have been appointed.

See attached Media Release for more information on this exciting North Coast investment
opportunity.



Draft Coffs Harbour Economic Development Strategy 2022-2027

Three economic priorities frame the Draft Coffs Harbour Economic Development Strategy 2022-2027
with the goal of enabling a thriving local economy to support the economic well-being and quality of
life for our community - now and in the future - and caring for the place we call home.

The key priorities of the Strategy are to:

e Attract and retain necessary skills, investment and people
e Support local businesses, creating economic, social and environmental sustainability
e Develop existing and future business, industries and places to create a thriving economy.

Review the draft strategy and provide input by Monday 25 July.

Grants Blitz Heading To Evans Head

A specialised team of flood recovery grants assessors is preparing to be deployed for a third time to
support communities in Broadwater, Coraki, Evans Head, Woodburn and surrounds, following the
success of the grants blitz team in Lismore recently.

The grants blitz team will be based at Evans Head Recreation Hall, 7 Kirkland Court, Evans Head from
Thursday, 23 to Saturday, 25 June.

Flood-affected individuals and business owners can book an appointment by calling Service NSW on 13
77 88.

Read Media Release here.

Bago Maze and Winery

Bago Maze and Winery at Herons Creek has
been awarded the 2022 NSW Landscape
Architecture Award for Tourism. The citation for
the award notes: An innovative and effective idea
that has been thoughtfully implemented to create
an iconic and highly engaging regional tourism
attraction. The jury commends the detailed
thought into user experience and maintenance.

The progressive implementation of the project on a minimal budget using sustainably sourced
materials from the property and innovative management techniques is commended. The success of
this project is evident through the significant increase in visitor numbers over the past 10 years,
positioning the winery as a key tourism asset for the region.

Congratulations Bago Maze and Winery.

North Coast Events



To aid in your planning and to support local events, please note these upcoming events on the North
Coast or find all events on our website.

Byron Writers Festival

It has been two years running that the Byron Writers Festival has been cancelled due to the
COVID-19 pandemic but this year it is not only back (26-28 August) with an exciting range of
celebrated guests, but also will be taking place at the new site at North Byron Parklands.

The first guests to be revealed are international bestseller Trent Dalton, award-winning contemporary
artist Ben Quilty and one of Australia's most popular broadcasters, author Indira Naidoo are just some
of the leading lights heading to Byron Bay to inspire audiences. The Festival also announces 2022
Stella Prize winning poet Evelyn Araluen, acclaimed Northern Rivers author Jessie Cole and award
winning author and historian Yves Rees.

Find more details and buy tickets here.

Lismore Lantern Parade

The Lismore Lantern Parade is back in the CBD and bigger than ever. Despite two floods inundating the
LightNUp workshop, this year's event on Saturday 25th June will brighten the hearts of locals and
visitors with the theme "Our Healing Hearts".

A full day of events has been planned. The day will commence at 12noon in the HEART of the CBD for
the Market deLight with the tThe Lismore Lantern Parade departing from Magellan Street at 5.30pm .

There will be projections, a Fire Image and bonfire and gentle pyrotechnics. For the first time we will
be welcoming The Procession of the North and South, in honour of the communities of North and
South Lismore, connecting with the Lantern Parade of the CBD, and forming a healing link with the
River following the devastating floodings of early 2022.

when the Market delight opens with a fabulous array of
‘and hopefully some pop-up shops from local CBD businesses.
' gumes with Summeriand Credit Union’s activities and other community

i Lantern Decorating will be there too so you can join in the parade!
Street Performers and fun.

" ”E‘” Conservatorium and Southern Cross University are producing the
lartBeats Stage in Carrington Street, near Dragonfly.
Jarjiims from Friends Children's Centre will do a special Acknowledgement of
performance is drawn from the wealth of talent here on the Northern Rivers.
ial guests after the Fiery Finale are Cuban dance band Caribe.

wﬁfiﬁe parade, CommBank is hosting a Cricket Clinic in Magellan Street, come
hone your skills whilst we can’t use the soggy sports fields.

e 4 E A delightful blending of sport and art in the heart of the city!

Lanterneers assemble in Magellan Street outside the Library and depart through
‘the City to Magellan Street, Market Street to gather in Victoria Street behind
; . Heritage Pork
The Parade this year honours and thanks all those who risked so much to rescue so many in our
community in the devastating flood volunteers and professionals. A Brigade of Tinnies will walk
‘with the SES, representing the police, ADF & Rural Fire Service.

We embrace representatives from the communities of North and South Lismore who have been on
such an epic journey of survival and loss this year. The Procession honours and affirms the
connection and inclusion of all who live and work on the ‘other side’ of the river.

Our Healing Hearts - beginning to make peace with the River and healing ourseives and the
E land in which we live.




Port Macquarie Upcoming Events

Now in its second year, the Ride The Wave Festival 24-26 June, will feature an open division surf
competition, a skateboarding and scooter competition, market stalls, food vendors, family fun zone and
a live music festival - Ride the Sound Wave.

July will see two popular sporting events return to Port Macquarie-Hastings. On 2 July, the Shimano
MTB Grand Prix Race at Jollynose MTB Park, and on 15-17 July, the Elephant Trail Race.

Lakes Trail Festival

Lakes Trail Festival is based in Hawks Nest taking runners along beaches, past lakes and through
forests, tracking some of the most stunning coastal scenery in the Australia. It will inarguably have the
most beautiful half way point in Australia beside the beach at Seal Rocks, taking runners past the
iconic lighthouse.

Race weekend starts with registration on Friday 1 July with races starting on Saturday 2 July 2022.

Sculptures In The Gaol

Sculpture in the Gaol transforms the heritage-listed Trial Bay Gaol at Arakoon, South West Rocks,
every year into a stunning artistic landscape, with an array of sculptures displayed in the historic
precinct. This year's festival runs from 2-10 July 2022.

The sculpture competition regularly attracts high calibre entries regionally and from around the country
and celebrates with a gala opening and a family fun day, featuring live entertainment, demonstrations,
displays, refreshments and of course the sculptures themselves.

Sawtell Chilli Festival

The Sawtell Chamber of Commerce is proud to present the annual Sawtell Chilli Festival, now in its
23rd year. On the first Saturday in July, picturesque First Avenue is transformed into a carnival of all
things hot and spicy.

To find out more visit the Sawtell Chilli Festival site.

Northern Rivers Food Harvest Food Trail Returns in 2022

After a postponement from their usual schedule in May due to the floods, it is fantastic to see that
Northern Rivers Food (NRF) have announced the return of their annual Harvest Food Trail in 2022,
allowing locals and visitors the much needed opportunity to come together to experience, celebrate
and enjoy the amazing food & beverage offerings in the Northern Rivers NSW region.

Held over the weekend of July 30 and 31 this year, the event is guaranteed to be a very Northern
Rivers experience, reflecting on and celebrating the distinctive provenance of our region's food. The
Trail will offer lots of wonderful eating and drinking experiences, jammed-packed with our most-
acclaimed restaurants, producers, farmers and growers.

Find further information here.

COVID-19 Resource Centre

The DNC_COVID-19 Resource Centre makes it easy to access relevant information and find links to

appropriate Government and other resources.
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