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Another busy month during May with the team continuing to assist with grant applications through the
Regional Business Events Development Fund. In addition to the five successful corporate clients we
reported on last enewsletter, we are happy to announce that another three have been successful during
the month of May - taking the total economic impact to $605K. The fund closes on 11th June so it's not
too late to encourage your clients to apply if you haven't done so already.
We are excited to announce the launch of our inaugural North Coast Business Events Incentive Fund.
This fund has been made possible through grants awarded to the North Coast through the Federal,
Recovery for Regional Tourism Program that recognised the nine leading regions in Australia for
international overnight visitation. Read below for further details and be sure to spread the word
amongst your networks and with your clients.
As a final note this month, we also wanted to congratulate Port Macquarie-Hastings Council and
stakeholders who hosted the Local Government NSW - Destination and Visitor Economy Conference
last week. This event was another wonderful example of how well we host Business Events on the North
Coast, full credit to the team!
As we head into Winter this week, we encourage you to grab a coffee and read on below for more news
and opportunities!
Warm regards,
Heath & Beck

MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENT
North Coast Business Events Incentive Fund

NOW OPEN
The Destination North Coast. Business Events team are delighted to announce the launch of the North
Coast Business Events Incentive Fund that opened this week and closes 31st July. This project received
grant funding from the Australian Government under the Recovery for Regional Tourism program, an
initiative of the $1 billion COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Fund.
$150,000 has been dedicated for Business Event support including access to incentive funds to secure
business for the North Coast, roadshows and a famil program.
The Business Events Fund provides Event Managers the opportunity to secure funding from a pool of
$100,000 to help offset costs associated with holding an event on the North Coast.

Funding is available based on the following projected attendance:

$5000 for up to 50 delegates
$10,000 for up to 100 delegates
$15,000 for up to 150 delegates

Apply NOW! Valid only for new business with events needing to occur before May 31, 2022.
For further information
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

$1.5 Million - Regional Business Event Development Fund - Closes 11th June
The Destination North Coast, Business Events team are delighted to share encouraging news from the
Minister for Jobs, Investment, Tourism and Western Sydney, Stuart Ayers who recently announced the
extension of the Regional Business Event Development Fund.
Applications will be assessed on a first-come-first-served basis. Funding is to be matched dollar-fordollar by local communities, councils, entrepreneurs, associations, corporations, professional
conference organisers or grants received by other Local, State and Federal Government Departments.
An applicant may apply for funding based on the following scale:
Up to $15,000 (ex GST) for a business event with up to 150 delegates
Up to $30,000 (ex GST) for a business event with over 150 delegates
Applicants can create a profile and submit a funding application here.
$1 Million - Business Events Australia: 2021/2022 Business Events Boost Program
In other good news, the Business Events Australia fund also been extended. With an additional $1
million for financial year 2021/22, the program aims to support the Australian business events industry
in the wake of the COVID-19 crisis by providing the opportunity to leverage funding and Tourism
Australia's expertise to deliver marketing and distribution projects which help drive demand for
domestic face-to-face business events.
Proposed projects should be innovative and creative, and demonstrate the potential to influence
domestic decision makers to hold face-to-face events in Australia. Projects can target corporate
meetings, corporate incentives, conferences, exhibitions or association meetings. Activity can include
content creation, PR, media buy initiatives, direct marketing and digital campaigns.
For full details of the program and to download the Business Events Boost Program 2021/22
Prospectus visit the Business Events Australia website.
Applications for the program close on Wednesday 30 June 2021 at 5pm AEST.
Free Hospitality Training at NSW Clubs
The NSW Government recently announced jobseekers across the state will have access to free
hospitality training to address growing skills shortages in the regional hospitality industry. The fee-free
training will be funded by the NSW Government's Smart and Skilled program with a pilot expected to
begin from July.
For more information, visit the website.

Get Local - 29-30 July 2021
Destination North Coast are excited to be escorting a team of 12 destination representatives down to
Sydney in July to attend the Get Local event.
DNC will exhibit, thanks to the Regional Conferencing Unit at Destination NSW with modules
dedicated to The Tweed, Ballina/Byron, Coffs Coast and Port Macquarie-Hastings Local Government
Areas. DNC Business Events have also purchased space to support our emerging destinations of
Kempsey, MidCoast and Lismore thus in keeping with our 'whole of region' approach.
After the show has concluded, we will be hosting a special VIP evening where select Event managers
and stakeholders will attend a live show; Come From Away at the Capitol Theatre. Registrations to
attend this event are now live - click here to register.
We encourage our stakeholders to share this opportunity amongst your Sydney based clients.
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Local Government NSW Destination and Visitor Economy Conference
Last week saw over 150 delegates attending The Local Government NSW - Destination and Visitor
Economy Conference held at Sails, Port Macquarie.
Delegates from across the state, enjoyed everything that Port Macquarie had to offer and embraced the
opportunity to share learnings through inspired content, catch up through networking opportunities
and experience a raft of local site visits where delegates could touch, taste and talk with local operators.
The feedback we have received has been nothing short of brilliant and again, this helps cement our
reputation of a quality Business Event destination! Full credit goes to the Port Macquarie-Hastings
team, Sails by Rydges team and stakeholders who delivered such a quality event.

DNC Business Events Activity Highlights - May 2021

DON'T MISS

North Coast Tourism Symposium & Awards Gala Dinner
Early Bird Tickets Closing Soon

These not-to-be-missed Industry Events are being held in Urunga, 24 June 2021.

The line-up of thought-provoking and passionate speakers at this year's Tourism Symposium are just
what our industry needs after the recent tumultuous period and are sure to inspire and reignite our
enthusiasm for our mazing industry and sharing the spoils of our region with visitors.
The Awards Gala Dinner will shine a light on our region's Local Tourism Heroes as well as being a great
night of networking and entertainment
Don't miss out; purchase your tickets now! Find accommodation here.

Meet in Regional NSW - FREE Conferencing Supplier Directory
A free listing for businesses who supply products and services to the conference industry in regional
NSW is available on the Meet in Regional NSW website!
Destination NSW also provides a brilliant resource to assist in the Development of Business for the
Tourism Sector.
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The Tourism Australia Event Here This Year campaign encourages domestic decision-makers to start
planning and delivering business events in Australia.
The bushfire crisis made for a tough start to 2020 and things have only become more challenging due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. With international business currently on hold, the recovery of Australia's
industry will be led by businesses and associations choosing to hold events in Australia.
The business events industry is encouraged to to help spread the word. This can be done by using the
campaign assets in marketing initiatives. Making this message as visible as possible and driving
engagement with it far and wide will give this campaign the greatest chance of success in delivering
more domestic events for the business events industry and all the businesses it supports.
For more background on the campaign, please click the link below.
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Industry Resources
Business Events E-newsletters: Due to popular demand, we have now archived all of our Industry
newsletters on the website for your perusal. Click here to check them out.

Business Events Australia
Click here to subscribe to Tourism Australia Business Events newsletter that is distributed once a
quarter providing updates for those involved in the Business Events industry.

MEA Training
Don't forget, the DNC team have re-negotiated our partnership with Meetings & Events Australia
(MEA) and can now provide free of charge access to member resources including professional
development webinars and presentations that are hosted on the MEA TV platform. To access the new
resource page please click here and follow the login details listed on the page.

Rebecca Morley
Business Events Executive
E: rebecca.morley@dncnsw.com
M: 0401 720 120
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