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Destination North Coast urges everyone to stay safe with many bush fires still being controlled
across our region. Additionally, the potential for flare ups of existing fire activity remains high
with the impending spell of very warm weather and with unpredictable gusty wind patterns.
Whilst we hope the emergency of recent weeks is over, our thoughts remain with those who
have been adversely impacted by these unprecedented conditions.
Please find information and resources available to support small businesses affected by
bushfires.
Destination North Coast is working with other agencies and organisations in advocating for
business and tourism recovery programs to be activated as soon as the current crisis has
abated.

Industry Development
NSW First
Destination North Coast was pleased to support the Destination NSW Digital Marketing Tips
Workshop and Clinic last week in the Tweed. The day was well-attended by some 50 plus
operators and suppliers from the Tweed and beyond with feedback being very positive for
information and skills gained.

Inclusive Tourism Workshop Series
Destination North Coast has rolled out the first three of nine Inclusive Tourism Workshops as
part of our industry development program. The aim of the workshops is to improve our service
to this large and valuable sector, in turn becoming a more inclusive destination whilst also
seeking to gain competitive advantage in this space. Attendees at the workshops in Coffs
Harbour, South West Rocks and Port Macquarie have commented on the 'Informative and
interesting content with engaging examples' as being most beneficial, another felt 'the
experience of the presenter, relevant examples and simple suggestions' resonated strongly.

Places are still available at upcoming Inclusive Tourism Workshops and we encourage operators
to attend to gain valuable insight into this growing travel sector. Please RSVP at the appropriate
link below (noting the changed date for the Mid Coast/Forster workshop).
Lismore - Tuesday 3 December
Ballina - Wednesday 4 December (morning)

Byron Bay - Wednesday 4 December (afternoon)
Tweed - Thursday 5 December
Forster - Wednesday 11 December

Funding And Other Opportunities
Building Better Regions Fund Round 4 - OPEN
Round 4 of the Australian Government's Building Better Regions Fund has a focus on building
infrastructure and improving community capabilities in drought-affected regions.
Infrastructure Projects Stream - supports projects which involve the construction, upgrade
or extension of infrastructure in drought-affected areas. Through these projects, it aims to
provide both economic and social benefits.
Community Investments Stream - supports projects benefiting local communities in
drought-affected areas. Through these projects, it aims to provide both economic and social
benefits.
Applications for both streams close on 19 December 2019.
Women's Leadership Development
A pool of scholarships are currently available for women to participate in a range of leadership
development courses. This residual funding has to be allocated by the end of 2019 and prompt
registration is advised. Expressions of Interest close 13th of December.
Celebrating Diversity: Projects
Aims to build community capacity at the grassroots, foster cross-cultural engagement and
support the participation of migrants and new arrivals in society. Closes 6 December 2019.
National Landcare Program - Small Farms Small Grants
Supports local on-ground projects across Australia that increase the knowledge and capacity of
farmers and fishers and facilitate the adoption of tools, technologies and improved land
management practices. The Smart Farms Small Grants is a $50 million small grants program to
support the adoption of best practices that improve the management and quality of our natural
resources and increases on-farm productivity. Closes 19 December, 2019.
Increasing Resilience to Climate Change Community Grants
Supports the objectives of NSW Climate Change Policy Framework by enabling communities and
individuals to be better prepared and be more resilient to climate change impacts. The
Increasing Resilience to Climate Change (IRCC) Community Grants program has been
established to support projects that help communities to take action and manage climate
change impacts by being able to better plan, prepare for, and respond to heatwaves, storms,
floods, drought and bushfires, to increase their resilience to the impacts of climate
change. Closes 31 January 2020.

New North Coast Product
Port Macquarie Breakwall Holiday Park – New Innovation
Having recently won GOLD at the NSW Tourism Awards, NRMA Port Macquarie Breakwall
Holiday Park is continuing to innovate and offer new and interesting opportunities for their
visitors.
This innovation is all about allowing families to disconnect with their devices and reconnect with
each other and enjoy the experiences that only a holiday park can deliver. Do you dare to
disconnect?

Two new audio guides have been developed in Port Macquarie for Kooloonbung Creek
Nature Park and Port Macquarie Museum has launched a Heritage Walk brochure and audio
guide.

Bago Maze & Winery has produced a new range of Blueberry Wines that have surpassed
expectations with visitors enjoying every last drop of the rosé, dark red and fortified varietals.
As the weather warms up Bago's Shimmering Blueberry Rose' is the perfect refresher on a hot
day with a light sherbet fizz on the tongue. Available at Cellar Door or phone order.
The Diner Lennox
With a service culture reflecting that of years now long gone, full table service, water glasses
never empty, recognition of customers by name and so on, The Diner in Lennox is a welcome
addition to the culinary scene.
Encompassing a range of flavours inspired by the region, the menu reflects efforts are made to
source product from surrounding suppliers where possible. The team is also local. Family and
the community are important here!
Fish Night is on a Wednesday evening and run by guest chef Martin Morelli.

Aagal Yaluuwi Creations
Father and son guides, Michael Laurie Snr and Michael Laurie are passionate about sharing their
knowledge and welcome participants to join their 2.5hr walking tour on the beautiful coast at
Angourie where they'll share traditional stories of country, identify local bush foods and other
natural resources and their connections with coastal animals, dance and song.
Also available for cultural performances, camps and workshops.
Boat, Paddle or Fish the Clarence River & Coast
Clarence River Houseboat experience with G2yhouseboats
Yamba Fishing experience with Yamba Fishing and Charters
Yamba Kayak for a sunset oyster tour
Casino Drill Hall Precinct has recently opened with the Casino Visitor Information Centre having
taken up residence in a new building besides the Northern Rivers Military Museum. The site
features two car parks for cars and caravans, parklands, picnic area, amphitheatre and well as
the interesting and informative Military Museum.

New Dining Options Arrive in the Tweed
Gallura Italian, a new Italian Restaurant in Tweed Heads
Xenia Casuarina, a modern Greek Restaurant
The Local Espresso café has recently opened under Cudgen Surf Club right on Kingscliff
Beach.

Upcoming Events
To aid in your planning, please note upcoming events across the region.
Yamba Triathlon
The Clarence Valley is set to welcome triathletes back to Yamba for a two-day multi-fun
weekend on 7 and 8 December 2019. With less than a month to go, the weekend begins with
the Amazing Glazing Fun Run and Yamba Community Pool Ocean Swim on Saturday 7
December. Both events are FREE to enter, however participants are welcome to donate a gold
coin donation, with all funds raised donated to the NSW Rural Fire Brigade to assist with the
impact of the current fire disasters in the region.
North Coast Street Machines car club will celebrate their 30th annual Show n Shine at
Ballina Rugby League Grounds on 12th January, 2020. There will be a variety of Street
Machines, Vintage and Veteran cars, Hot Rods and special interest vehicles.
Sydney Sixers (Big Bash league) is hitting Coffs Harbour with the Sixers taking on the
Adelaide Strikers on 5th January, 2020. This is the first time the Sixers have taken a BBL match
to a regional venue with the newly refurbished C.ex Stadium providing the perfect opportunity.
Improvements includes new and upgraded grandstands featuring 3000 seats, corporate and
media areas, , training and sport facility rooms, meeting rooms and food facilities.
The Great Eastern Fly-In, aviation adventure comes to Evans Head on the 11- 12 January,
2020. The event celebrates the 80th Anniversary of the Empire Air Training Scheme Base, No.1
Bombing and Gunnery School and No.1 Air Observers School, RAAF Station Evans Head, 1940 –
1945.
Lismore to host the 37th annual Ulysses Rally, 4-10 May, 2020. This event which will have
significant impact on the visitor economy of Lismore and the surrounding region, will see more
than 2000 motor cycle enthusiasts from across Australia set to convene for six days of fun,
comradeship and rides to explore this beautiful part of the North Coast.
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