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North Coast News & Views No. 57
Buy Regional
Don't forget to support rural and regional areas (and tell your city friends too) this Christmas.
You can Buy Regional and support country businesses with an online presence selling products
in a number of categories including: food, wine, fashion, kids, art and design, hampers,
wellbeing, experiences and gifts for pets.
Also encourage your friends to Buy from the Bush, Stay in the Bush and support One Day
Closer to Rain: Rural Cottage Gift.

Conserving Water
As the long spell continues without substantial rain and with the summer months still ahead,
many areas of the North Coast now have water restrictions in place.
The Mid Coast has very high Level 3 and Level 4 restrictions whilst Bellingen, Port
Macquarie-Hastings and Kempsey have Level 3 restrictions in place. The Tweed has
recently moved to Level 2 with Tyalgum village already on Level 4 restrictions. Kyogle Shire
has areas at Level 2 and 3.
Nambucca is on Level 1 water restrictions with Coffs Harbour and the Clarence Valley also
moving this way.
Rous County Council responsible for water supply to the Richmond Valley, Lismore, Ballina
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and the Byron Shire, areas unaccustomed to sustained dry weather and lower than normal
rainfall, is implementing Level 1 restrictions and will be supplying accommodation providers with
collateral to share with visitors to the region to encourage responsible water usage during these
dry times.
Keep informed via your local Council or the Bureau of Meteorology and find more information
about each Restriction Level to educate yourself and share with our visitors.
It is important we all take responsibility to conserve our precious water supply and ensure
visitors to the region adhere to water restriction measures.

South West Rocks Figtree Descendants Corrobboree
South West Rocks Figtree Descendants Aboriginal Corporation organised a Corroboree for the
Dunghutti Nation as part of recent Dance Nation where over 100 Aboriginal & Torres Strait
Islander nations danced together at the same time to heal country. This was the first
Corroboree in 90 years held on Dunghutti Land with great comunity engagement. Visitors
camping nearby also enjoyed watching the ceremony.
Nancy Pattison, who was instrumental in organising the event said 'It was a great feeling seeing
the joy on the faces of our children and we will continue with holding our Corroborees twice a
year.'

Calling Coastal Businesses
It's time to Take 3 for Byron (but other Councils can join the movement) and take part in a
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responsible travel campaign inviting visitors to help reduce plastic pollution and protect the
aquatic and coastal landscapes and marine life which attracts millions of visitors to not only
Byron Shire, but Australia generally. The campaign is funded by Byron Shire Council, in
conjunction with Take 3 for the Sea. It's being managed by Surfer Rosa Communications to
engage potential and actual visitors directly, via the tourism businesses that welcome them, and
the travel distributors that help them visit. This is the first time Take 3 for the Sea have
partnered with a Council and the tourism industry on a campaign focused on visitors.
Find full details in the Media Release and campaign resources to support business involvement
and to help make your customers aware of this initiative on the campaign website. The
campaign is being run through social media, the campaign microsite, collaborative beach
clean-up events, and the support of some high profile local businesses and individuals.
Please use Instagram social handle @take3forthesea_byron and Facebook handle
@take3forbyron
Other interested Councils, tourism organisations or businesses interested in joining the
movement and localising content to your area, please contact Russell Mills, Surfer Rosa
Communications.

Industry Development & Other Opportunities
Inclusive Tourism Workshops
Thank you again to those participants who attended one of seven Inclusive Tourism Workshops
Destination North Coast (DNC) recently offered across the region and which were expertly
facilitated by Melissa James, Inclusive Tourism.
Feedback from each event was consistently very positive for the information delivered and
insights gained with attendees recognising the importance of this travel sector and the
opportunities to be gained from making even the smallest of improvements to become a more
accessible business, Council or region.
One attendee commented 'Thanks for the fantastic session, very informative and information
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that we all need to know' whilst another said 'Really great presentation – learnt a lot'.
The process continues with support from Melissa to complete your businesses Access Guide.
DNC looks forward to these being made readily available for people planning travel to the
region and to the North Coast becoming a more accessible and inclusive destination.

rEVENTS Academy
Introducing a new program to support rural and regional events brought to you by Linda
Tillman, Tilma Group.
The foundation program for rEVENTS Academy is the key steps to successful and sustainable
event management program, that provides events with a virtual event expert over a 10-month
period, to guide them, support them and provide the necessary tools and resources to ensure
efficiency, productivity and sustainability.
DNSW United Kingdom & Europe Roadshow 2020
Destination NSW is pleased to offer NSW tourism suppliers and destinations the opportunity to
attend the Destination NSW United Kingdom & Europe Roadshow from Sunday 22 March to
Wednesday 1 April 2020 with applications now open.
The United Kingdom, Germany and France are key markets for NSW, with the latest result from
the International Visitor Survey (year end June 2019) showing that NSW welcomed 358,200
visitors from the United Kingdom, 127,000 visitors from Germany and 86,900 from France.
The Tourism Australia industry team have put together a handy flyer titled 'The India
Opportunity and the Indian Traveller' which provides a nice brief little overview of an
inbound market that's really growing in importance for Australia.
What's on in The Tweed is the official events calendar for the Tweed, developed in
partnership by Tweed Shire Council and the Tweed Tourism Company. The exciting new website
showcases the Tweed as a unique and diverse destination with something for everyone,
whether you're looking for fun in the sun, wining and dining, a taste of culture or business
networking opportunities. What's On Tweed automatically populates event listings from a range
of online sources and displays it in an easy to read calendar.

Funding & Other Opportunities
Bush Fire Impact Survey & Support
The NSW Small Business Commission on behalf of the Fire Recovery Committees has released
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the official survey being used to measure the impacts of the bush fires that we have
experienced throughout the region. The findings will be instrumental in determining the level of
support provided and so we urge you to complete the survey or to share with your network.
If you haven't already, we encourage all business owners taking the time to fill out this short
survey.
Economic Recovery & Community Resilience Grants have been announced by the NSW
and Australian Government with $12 million of the joint State/Commonwealth Community
Recovery Fund being allocated to support economic recovery and community resilience in the
North Coast, Northern Tablelands and Mid North Coast regions in response to the recent severe
bushfires.
With the objective to drive community and economic recovery, Councils, incorporated bodies
and community and industry groups will be able to apply for funding that will make a real and
practical difference to fire-affected communities.
The grants program will be implemented in partnership with local government in 2020 and
2021, with the first round to be opened in the coming months.
Natural Disaster Recovery Grants is a NEW Grant to support eligible NSW bushfire affected
primary producers, small business and not-for-profit organisations with clean-up and immediate
restoration costs. Recovery Grants of up to $15,000 are now available as an assistance measure
given the bushfire event was declared a Natural Disasters that severely affected communities,
regions or sectors.
Infrastructure Grants - Disaster Readiness & Community Infrastructure funds the
development and enhancement of emergency relief facilities across New South Wales. Funding
is available for sport and recreation, arts and cultural infrastructure, and projects that enhance
facilities used to shelter communities and provide emergency services. Closes 16 December.
Strengthening Rural Communities – Small & Vital Grants gives small rural, regional and
remote communities across Australia the opportunity to access funds that can benefit and help
secure their future prosperity. Closes 20 December 2019.
National Disability Conference Initiative provides grants to conference organisers to help
people with disability participate in nationally-focused, disability-related, conferences held in
Australia. Closes 7 January 2020.
The Smart and Skilled Behavioural Insights Grant Program is an initiative of the NSW
Skills Board and the NSW Department of Education, to trial new behaviour based approaches to
better support completion rates in Vocational Education and Training (VET) and transitions into
work. Closes 17 January 2020.
RAS Foundation Community Futures Grant offers an opportunity for community-minded
people to be awarded funding for a community project in their local area. Projects that involve
collaboration between people in your town and deliver sustained and broad community benefit
will be highly regarded. Applicants will be passionate about rural and regional NSW, and have a
good understanding of issues affecting their community. Closes 2nd February.
Remarkable Accelerator Program equips early-stage start-ups with seed funding and the
knowledge, skills and tools needed to become commercially viable businesses that have a
positive social impact through a 16 week program. One in five people in Australia have a
disability and Remarkable is on a mission to harness technology to build physical, social and
economic inclusion of people with disability. Closes 1 February 2020.
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James N. Kirby Foundation - Small Grants funds charitable, educational and technical
bodies in the areas of health, education, technology and science, art, and literature. Closes 14
February 2020.
Budget Direct Sponsorship Program (Round 3) responds to sponsorship requests, whether
you're a leader in your field or a grassroots organisation, aimed at meaningful improvements to
the lives of Australians. Closes 29 February 2020.
IGA Community Chest raises funds to support local communities, charities and other
worthwhile causes. It could be in response to a major event like floods or bush fires or
something as simple as new soccer balls for the local under 8's.

North Coast Product & Experiences
Beachwood Cafe shares Mediterranean, European and Turkish fare with a happy local crowd
and visitors who travel from far and wide to come to enjoy the many delights of Yamba.
Multi-award winning (most recently GOLD at the 2019 NSW Tourism Awards for Hosted
Accommodation) Telegraph Retreat Cottages provides immersive farm and hinterland
activities and warm country hospitality.
Time to travel locally (or share info with visiting family and friends) with Port Bus and take in
the Bellingen Markets ahead of Christmas.
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Photos Credits
SWR Figtree Descendants Corroboree - Photos courtesy Ali Briggs
Take 3 for Byron - Photos provided by Surfer Rosa Communications
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