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North Coast News & Views No. 45
NSW & North Coast Report Outstanding International Results
NSW received a record $11 billion in international visitor expenditure, according to the latest
International Visitor Survey results and continues to lead the country in attracting international
visitors. For the year ending March 2019 NSW welcomed 50.9 per cent of all international
visitors to Australia.
NSW remains the top destination for ten of the top fifteen source markets to Australia, namely
China, USA, United Kingdom, Korea, Hong Kong, Germany, Canada, France and Indonesia. The
State has shown strong growth in the Japanese market over the past three years, which can be
attributed to an increase in trade partnerships particularly around aviation.
NSW received its highest ever share of visitor nights to regional Australia. Regional NSW
received 868k international visitors in the year ending March 2019, who stayed 15.1 million
nights in the State's rural centres.
The North Coast had a strong twelve months over this period outperforming the state averages
for most key categories. Over 360k (+2%) international visitors travelled to the North Coast.
This figure represents 41% of all international visitors to NSW that visited a regional destination.
Nights stayed by international visitors also increased to 3.9 million (+4%) resulting in an
average length of stay of 11.1 nights (+2%) in the North Coast.

Sir Elton John - Twice For The Coffs Coast
Coffs Harbour is set to sparkle just a little bit more next February as music legend Sir Elton John
plays two shows of his Farewell Yellow Brick road tour at the C.ex Coffs International Stadium in
February 2020. Setting in to rock the Coffs Coast on February 25 and February 26, this once-ina-lifetime opportunity to welcome a true entertainment superstar will see Coffs Harbour shine
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brightly.
Following on from the announcement of one show in Coffs last week and with overwhelming
demand during the ticket pre-sale, a second show for Coffs Harbour was announced last Friday.
Promoter Michael Chugg, Executive Chairman of the tour promoters Chugg Entertainment said:
“The Coffs Coast should get ready to welcome one hell of a showman in February next year, as
the very first musician to perform at C.ex Coffs International Stadium.”
On the Coffs Coast, they can't wait. Full event details and how to enjoy the Coffs Coast are
online.
The picture is taken on the day of the first announcement.

AirBnB Country Pub Project
The NSW Government is supporting a new initiative from Airbnb, designed to encourage more
people to explore regional communities and to breathe new life into local pubs.
As part of the The Country Pub Project, Airbnb will award five pubs across Australia a grant of
up to $50,000 each to help them revive and boost business via the online booking platform.
Minister for Tourism Stuart Ayres said, “Country pubs offer more than just a good meal. They
are often the beating heart of their community and bring locals and travellers together.”
Vote for your favourite watering hole.
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2019 NSW Tourism Awards
Shining a spotlight on excellence in tourism, the State Tourism Awards are tailor-made
for small and medium-sized businesses.
All entrants can benefit from expert advice, with finalists and winners also receiving outstanding
PR and media opportunities. It all goes towards promoting your region as a leading destination.
Managed by the Tourism Industry Division of NSW Business Chamber – in partnership with
Destination NSW – the awards are backed by peak industry bodies. That's real credibility.
But time is running out - nominations are closing 28th July!
Additional key dates




Submissions close: Tuesday 13th August 2019
Finalists announced: Friday 18th October 2019
Gala event: Thursday 14th November 2019

Funding & Other Opportunities
Stronger Country Communities Fund – Round 3 OPENS
Round Three of this fund will deliver crucial local infrastructure and programs to improve the
quality of life of people living in regional NSW.
Round Three will provide an additional $100 million for community projects in regional NSW,
with at least $50 million for youth-related projects. The third round of the Stronger Country
Communities Fund increases the total value of the Regional Growth Fund to $1.7 billion.
Find Funding Guidelines here.
Farm Business Skills Professional Development Program
The NSW Rural Assistance Authority for farmers is offering financial support for farmers to
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undertake various professional development opportunities. There are subsidies available of up to
50% of costs for undertaking pre-selected courses or other relevant PD opportunities, such as
attendance at conferences which may be of interest across our region.
Please help spread the word and share this link to the Program.
QF Grants Program
QANTAS has unveiled a new multimillion dollar grants initiative, including free flights, that will
aim to support regional communities across the country. The Qantas Regional Grants program
will offer a total of $5 million in grants of over five years - $1 million each year - to Australianbased not-for-profit community groups, individuals, charities and project with the grants
program designed to give much needed assistance to people in regional communities.
Apply online.
NSW Seniors Festival Event Grants
The Grants Program provides seed funding to organisations and councils to run local festival
events and activities that provide opportunities for people over 60 to remain active, healthy,
engaged and contributing to their local communities.
Apply online before Friday 9th August.
Coles Nurture Fund
Assists existing small to medium Australian producers, farmers and manufacturers to innovate
and grow their business.
Apply online before Friday 30th August 2019.
Nominations open for the 2019 Green Globe Awards
This year is the 20th anniversary of the Awards and it's set to be the biggest yet.
Supporting sustainability leaders across New South Wales for 20 years, the annual Green Globe
Awards are NSW's premier environmental awards, recognising and celebrating collaboration and
partnerships across New South Wales that encourage others to achieve positive change and
protect our environment.
Visit NSW Office of Environment & Heritage for information and to nominate.
Regional Youth Taskforce
The Hon Bronnie Taylor, Minister for Regional Youth, is bringing together young people from
across regional NSW to become part of the first Regional Youth Taskforce. The Taskforce will
advise the Minister on issues relating to regional young people, and provide advice and
comment on government policy on regional youth.
Applications are now open if you could please share this information and link among your youth
councils and other youth networks, or any young people you know who may be interested.
This is an excellent opportunity for local young people aged 12 to 24 to be actively engaged in
decision making that affects them. This is a voluntary position, but flights and accommodation
where necessary will be covered.
To find out more and apply online. Applications close 14th July 2019.
Meeting & Events Australia
As part of a continuous improvement program MEA has created an introductory course for entry
level candidates who are seeking to upskill and understand the event industry or build a
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foundation of understanding and skills.
The Event Essentials Program allows blended learning so individuals can commence their
professional development pathway without interrupting workplace commitments while still
studying in a supportive learning environment.
Australia Marketplace China 2019
Seller applications are open until Tuesday 16th July for Australia Marketplace China 2019. The
event will be held in Chengdu from 11th to 15th November and includes pre-scheduled
appointments between buyers and sellers, and opportunities to network at the official event
functions.
Australia Marketplace China is an opportunity for the Australian tourism industry to establish
business relationships with key qualified travel agencies and tour operators from China, Hong
Kong and Taiwan.

New Product On The North Coast
Sevan Apartments in Forster are collaborating with other local businesses on their recently
released Yoga Revive Package.
To encourage visitors to stay and unwind, the package includes:
• 4 Nights' accommodation with full use of all hotel facilities
• Complimentary breakfast at Wingman Espresso
• Daily Yoga at Forster Yoga Studio
• Complimentary 1-hour Relaxation Massage or Facial at Aura Skin Spa
• Gift on arrival

Stone & Wood To Open Brisbane Brewery
Byron Bay's own Stone & Wood is set to open a brewery in the heart of The Valley, inside a
stunning heritage-listed building. First and foremost it will be a brewery experience that will
form part of the precinct's growing brewery trail.
In a statement released on the Stone & Wood website, "Setting up our own brewery in
Brisbane has been in the works for a while. Within a couple of hours of our original home in
Byron, we consider this to be a part of our local area. Queensland's capital is a thriving cultural
city where many of our customers (some of which have been with us from the beginning) and
drinkers are."
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Upcoming Events On The North Coast
To aid in your planning, please note upcoming events across the region.
Club North Haven On Ice – North Haven, 5th to 21st July 2019
Sawtell Chili Festival – Sawtell, 6th July 2019
Bello Winter Music Festival – Bellingen, 11th to 15th July 2019
Evans Head Fishing Classic – Evans Head, 13th to 19th July 2019
ArtWalk – Port Macquarie, 18th July 2019
Splendour in the Grass – Byron Bay, 19th to 21st July 2019
Elephant Trail Race – Port Macquarie, 19th July to 21st July 2019
Battle Recharge – The Tweed, 27th to 28th July 2019
Byron Writers Festival – Byron Bay, 2nd to 4th August 2019

Photography Credits
Sir Elton John - Twice For The Coffs Coast – Supplied by Destination Coffs Coast
AirBnB Country Pub Project: Royal Hotel, Port Macquarie – Credit Destination NSW
Sevan Apartments Yoga Revive Package – Supplied by Sevan Apartments.
Upcoming Events On The North Coast: ArtWalk, Battle Recharge and Splendour in the Grass – Source
ATDW
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