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North Coast News & Views No. 42 
 

 

Regional Tourism Development Manager - North Coast  
 
Destination North Coast is pleased to introduce Gabby Brown, Regional Tourism Development 
Manager (RTDM) for our region with Destination NSW. 
 
Gabby Brown has domestic and international experience in destination development, 
stakeholder engagement and marketing. She commenced her career in regional tourism, before 
moving abroad and working for the City of London Corporation to help grow and promote 
London's visitor offer to audiences locally and offshore. 
 
On her return to Australia, Gabby worked with Sydney Living Museums, where she developed 
and delivered communications strategies to help raise the profile and drive visitation to 12 of 
NSW's most important historic houses, museums and their collections. 
 
Gabby then joined Destination NSW in July 2017 as the Regional Tourism Development Manager 
for Riverina Murray, and has made major contributions to the development of the Riverina 
Murray as one of the State's fast-emerging visitor destinations. 
 
We are delighted to have Gabby on board and look forward to showing her the North Coast and 
introducing you to her over the coming weeks and months. 
 
Gabby can be contacted  on: 

E: gabby.brown@dnsw.com.au 
D: 02 9931 1148 
M: 0459 873 973 
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Bundjalung Native Title Recognised 
 
After 25 years of campaigning, the Federal Court has recognised the native title rights of the 
Bundjalung People of Byron Bay earlier this month. More than 300 people from across the 
Bundjalung nation gathered in Brunswick Heads for the historic announcement, which for the 
first time gives native title rights to the Bundjalung People of Byron Bay.  
 
The claim area covers land from Broken Head to Brunswick Heads, including Australia's most 
easterly point at Cape Byron and the hinterland town of Bangalow and for only the second time 
in NSW, includes recognition of native title sea rights. 
 
The native title rights and interests will be managed by the Bundjalung of Byron Bay Aboriginal 
Corporation (Arakwal).  

 

 

Tourism Job Vacancies 
 
Regional Tourism Development Manager - Riverina Murray 
With Gabby taking up the role of RTDM North Coast, Destination NSW are in the market for a 
new RTDM for Riverina Murray. This Sydney-based role is responsible for working with the 
Destination Riverina Murray team to develop and deliver destination planning and management 
programs that will contribute to strengthening the region's visitor economy and achieving the 
State's overarching goal of tripling overnight visitation by 2030. 
 
Please see the attached ad that recently appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald for more 
details. 
 
Vacancy - TAFE NSW - Product Development Coordinator - Tourism & Travel 
Based at the Tourism & Experience SkillsPoint, Coffs Harbour is this permanent full-time 
opportunity to be part of the team where TAFE NSW and business and industry come together 
to provide Australians with the skills employers need for the jobs of today and careers of the 
future. Applying your experience and knowledge of the Travel, Tourism or related discipline 
areas, you will develop training within the rapidly growing tourism sector. 
 
Find details here.  
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North Coast Marketing & Promotions 
 
Brisbane Flight Deal - Explore Port Macquarie's Coastal Charms 
Queenslanders are being enticed to take a different kind of break this winter and explore the 
coastal delights of Port Macquarie with Virgin Australia launching $199 return flights from 
Brisbane. The deal must be booked from 1 June to 30 August 2019 with travel from 7 June 2019 
to 1 March 2020. 
 
As the second fastest growing region in NSW, "Port" is a hot-spot for couples and families who 
are lured by breathtaking coastal walks, a world-class theatre and gallery at Glasshouse, award-
winning restaurants, a winery trail and stylish accommodation. 
 
Singapore Campaign - Scoot & DNSW 
Destination NSW has partnered with Scoot Airlines to deliver a Singapore campaign called 
Celebrate Your Wins, in market 13th May to 16th June 2019.  
 
The campaign targets Singapore millennials aged 25 - 39 and focuses on the endless adventures 
available in Sydney and NSW, with a focus on Northern NSW and particularly in the Byron 
Bay and Tweed areas.  
 
New digital content was developed by DNSW and presented in a quirky style to appeal to the 
target audience with a 4 minute video, 4 x 30 second short form videos and other articles, 
digital banners and social posts.  
 
The campaign went live this Monday (13th May) across Facebook, Instagram, Yahoo, 
Skyscanner, Adara and the Travel Intern. To drive conversion, Scoot also provided a sale fare 
which will be available until 28th of May.  

 

 

 

 

Local Athlete Wins IRONMAN Australia 
 
Former Port Macquarie resident Cameron Wurf, made history by winning IRONMAN Australia, 
which was held in his home-town of Port Macquarie earlier this month.  
 
This year marked 35 years of IRONMAN, which is proudly supported by Destination NSW. The 
event will again return to Port Macquarie in May 2020. 
 
IRONMAN 70.3 Port Macquarie remains one of the Oceania region's leading, and most 
enduring, triathlon events with the course offering a unique challenge set along Port Macquarie's 
spectacular waterfront and throughout the scenic coastal region. 

Athletes love Port Macquarie… Out of 105 global races the event was voted: 
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 NUMBER 1 for Overall Host City 
 NUMBER 9 for Overall Athlete Satisfaction 
 NUMBER 5 for Will Attend Next Year's Race 

 

 

Industry Networking – Lennox Head 
 
Destination North Coast will hold our next Board Meeting in the Lennox Head Community Centre 
on Wednesday 29th May and invite our industry colleagues to join the DNC team and Board 
afterwards for a casual networking event with details below. 
 
Date: Wednesday 29th May  
Time: 4.30pm – 6.00 pm 
Where: Lennox Head Community Centre Foyer 
 
Please RSVP (including dietary requirements) by Friday 24th May as drinks and nibbles will be 
served. We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

North Coast Skills Audit Survey - Extension 
 
RDA Northern Rivers has partnered with RDA Mid North Coast to undertake a skills audit of the 
North Coast region. A vibrant economy is based on businesses having the right skills at the right 
time. The North Coast Skills Audit will allow identification of what skills are in demand across the 
North Coast region and provide valuable data to support strategies to address shortages. 
 
North Coast business and industries are encouraged to take the short Skills Audit survey. This 
input from local businesses will help identify any shortages. It will also assist in the development 
of effective, locally based policies and programs. 
 
The survey close has been extended to 29th May 2019. Please support this initiative. 

 

 

Great Lakes Tourism Industry Association 
 
Launched in February 2019, the Great Lakes Tourism Industry Association is an independent, 
industry led organisation open to membership from tourism related businesses from across the 
Great Lakes area. Its primary purpose is to advocate, collaborate and educate the tourism 
industry to help grow the visitor economy. The association has had a positive response so far in 
the community and we are encouraging prospective members to sign up with our first AGM to 
be held on the 12th of June 2019.  
 
For more information please contact gltiainfo@gmail.com. 
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Farm2Plate Exchange 
 
This week, Destination North Coast attended the 
inaugural Farm@Plate Exchange held in the Tweed.  
 
This new event (a recipient of Destination NSW's 
Business Event Development Fund) brought together all 
those involved in the farm to plate value chain including 
farmers, food and drink producers, chefs, tourism and 
hospitality businesses, destination managers, 
practitioners and policy-makers. With international and 
leading domestic experts presenting hot topics such as 
linking the agriculture, food and tourism sectors, agri- 
and food innovation, regenerative farming and building 
brand and reputation through consumer connections and 
story-telling, the conference was well-attended by a 
highly engaged audience. 
 
Also show-casing the regions' premier culinary 
experiences practicing the Farm2Plate ethos, delegates 
enjoyed off-site visits to Husk Distillery and Mavis's 
Kitchen and sampling locally sourced produce during the 
event held at Mantra Resort, Kingscliff. 

 

 

 

 

 

Australian Festival Industry Conference (AFIC) 
 
AFIC is a one-of-a-kind event for Australia!  
 
The 24th October 2019 in Coffs Harbour will see a gathering of anyone who works in the 
business of organising, or supplying services and infrastructure to festivals and major events 
(including music, arts & culture, food, etc.).  
 
Put this one in your diary event organisers! 
 
Attendees will have the chance to learn from some of the country's most experienced 
professionals around legislative changes, operational developments, event management 
technology advances, volunteer management strategies, and more. The event aims to discuss 
key national issues facing the industry, in addition to facilitating professional development of, 
and the promotion of careers in festival management. 
 
See full Media Statement attached with confirmation of festival and music veteran Phil Tripp, 
as keynote along with other confirmed speakers. 

 

 

Upcoming Events Across the North Coast 
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To aid in your planning, keep in mind this upcoming event on the North Coast. 
 
Casino comes alive this week and next with two agri-events in Primex agricultural field day and 
Casino Beef Week. 
 
Primex (16th to 18th May) has evolved from a localized event, with around 40 companies 
and a few thousand visitors, to one of the country's leading primary industries expos. It now 
boasts in excess of 300 exhibitors, 1000 different companies and more than 25,000 visitors 
across the three days. 
 
See What's On and view the Primex Plan Play & Stay program. 
 
Casino Beef Week (18th to 28th May) is an annual celebration of this iconic Australian 
industry and the rural way of life with the festival providing entertainment, education and an 
authentic country experience for the whole family. With over 100 vibrant events to enjoy, there 
is no shortage of fun things to see and do. 
 
See the full calendar of events and activities. 
 
Bonnie Wingham Scottish Festival – Wingham (26th May to 2nd June) 
The Manning Valley Historical Society presents this annual festival that has clans from all over 
the country descend on the town of Wingham. 
 
Australian Longboard Surfing Open – Kingscliff (30th to 31st May) 
The Australian Longboard Surfing Open is the premier longboard surfing event in Australia 
attracting the top echelon of the worlds professional and amateur longboard surfers to the 
wave-rich Tweed Coast.  
 
Wintersun 2.0 – Murwillumbah (31st May to 3rd June) 
The family friendly 'retro' festival taking you back to the pre 80's with great music, specially 
picked retro markets, stunning vintage caravans and hundreds of your favourite cars.  
 
Hello Koalas Festival – Port Macquarie (6th to 9th June) 
Building on the success of the Hello Koalas Sculpture Trail with its 65+ koala sculptures in Port 
Macquarie, Hello Koalas Festival is great fun for all ages and includes the inaugural Hello Koalas 
Treasure Hunt with lots of prizes. 
 
Bellingen Readers & Writers Festival – Bellingen (8th to 10th June) 
Held on the long weekend and with a focus on contemporary Australian writers, the Bellingen 
Readers & Writers Festival is presenting an exciting line-up of literary talent with an offer a fun, 
intimate, thought-provoking and at times challenging program. 
 
Lismore Lantern Parade (22nd June) & Lismore Friendship Festival (23rd June) 
 
This year, the Lismore Lantern Parade celebrates 25 years of bringing light to the heart of the 
community. The Lismore Lantern Parade is an annual arts festival held on or around the longest 
night of the year, being the Winter Solstice. It is recognised as a signature event for the City of 
Lismore. 
 
The Lismore Friendship Festival celebrates the region's Italian heritage and culture. Additional 
activities this year include the Italian Film Festival (15th & 16th June) and Lismore's 2019 Italian 
café Culture Trail with details attached. 
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