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News & Views No 39
North Coast Tourism Awards
As we announced last week, the North Coast Tourism Symposium and Regional Tourism
Awards returns on August 1st, 2019. South West Rocks and Kempsey Shire Council are the
host destination so put it in your diary and start planning.
The Regional Tourism Awards provide tourism organisations and individuals the opportunity to
gain an insight into their industry, their business, achieve recognition for their success and
promote tourism within their region.
Submissions have opened so check out the award categories and rules of entry and get started.
Make sure to check out the resources available to support you in your submission.
So, what are you waiting for? Don't leave it to the last minute...whilst the close date of 24th
May seems like you have plenty of time, there's quite a bit involved in producing a quality
submission.

Judges Needed
A vital role in the awards process, judging of submissions and site visits, will take place during
June. Previously, judging panels have been made up of local government professionals, tourism
operators, event organisers and consultants and business leaders from across the community.
For more information get in touch with the Awards Coordinator or, if you know someone you
think would be great, forward this information to them.

Aboriginal Experience Development Workshop
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Last week, along with many of the region's Aboriginal tourism operators, Destination North
Coast attended the DNSW/NATOC Aboriginal Tourism Development Workshop in Coffs Harbour.
We were privileged to experience Unkya Cultural Eco Tours Gurruuja Juun (Whale Tail) Tour, we
walked with the Nambucca Local Aboriginal Lands Council and tried out their quad bike tour, got
into the Spirit of the Rainforest at Valla Beach, and were wowed by a cultural welcome and
dance performance and bushtucker dinner at Sealy Lookout with Bularri Muurlay
Nyanggan....and that was just on the first day!
An early morning paddle with Wajaana Yaam Gumbaynggirr Adventure Tours followed by
bushtucker breakfast at Yarrawarra Aboriginal Cultural Centre saw us fortified for some more
serious workshopping back at Opal Cove Resort.

We heard from Shane Dredge, Sector Specialist Aboriginal Tourism, Destination NSW; Dwayne
Bannon-Harrison, CEO, NSW Aboriginal Tour Operators Council (NATOC); Paul Enright, Senior
Experience Development Officer, NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service; Heidi Smith, Sector
Development Coordinator, Coffs Harbour Council and Christine Kollias, Manager Social Media,
Destination NSW. I believe we all came away from the Workshop with pride in the achievements
in this space on the North Coast and a strong sense of optimism for further collaboration and
sustainable development ahead.
Well done to Shane and DNSW and Dwayne and NATOC and to those operators who
participated and invited us to experience their product and country...thank you for the warm
welcome and amazing insight into local Aboriginal culture and heritage.
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Amazing Opportunity for Events Staff
As part of the NSW Government's $6 million Regional Conferencing Strategy & Action Plan,
Destination NSW has partnered with Meetings and Events Australia (MEA), the peak body
representing the events industry in Australia and developed the Regional Scholarship Program
which will offer scholarships to people in regional NSW to undertake a Diploma of Event
Management.
MEA has developed the SIT50316 Diploma of Event Management, which is designed specifically
to accommodate study by distance learning for people already working in the events industry in
regional NSW.
The partnership between MEA and Destination NSW will offer six individuals, one from each
Destination network in regional NSW, a scholarship worth $6,500 each.
Applications for the Regional Scholarships Program opened on 22 February 2019 and close on
24 March 2019. To apply for a Regional Scholarship, please complete the application form and
return your completed application form by email to conferencing@dnsw.com.au.
Click here to download the Scholarship Application Form
Click here to read the Terms & Conditions.

Regional Tourism Boost
The Federal Government recently unveiled a new campaign, “Australia Inc” which aims to
attract more working holiday makers to Australia to help “support farmers and boost regional
tourism”.
“We know working holiday makers who travel to Australia stay longer, spend more & travel
further into regional areas than most other int'l visitors,” said Minister for Trade, Tourism and
Investment Simon Birmingham. “They also importantly help fill seasonal roles in regional
Australia, where farmers often struggle to source labour.”
Read the Media Release.

Successful Event Funding
Congratulations to the following events who have secured funding under Round 2 of Flagship
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and Incubator Event Fund:
Flagship Event Funding was successful for;
• Woolgoolga Blues & Berries Festival
• Grafton Jacaranda Festival and
• Ballina Food & Wine Festival
Triennial Funding commences for Tastings on Hastings (Port Macquarie) and continues for
The Mullum Music Festival (Mullumbimby) and Sample Food Festival (Bangalow)
Incubator Event Funding was successful for;
• Woolgoolga MTB Festival and
• Elephant Trail Race (Port Macquarie)
Regional Business Event Development Fund
The recent round of additional funds via DNSW's Regional Events Conferencing team sees the
funding of four Business Events on the North Coast..
•
•
•
•

Australasian Hepatology Association (AHA) Biennial Conference 2019 - Coffs Harbour
Australian Festival Industry Conference - Coffs Harbour
Australian Distillers Association (ADA) Annual Conference 2019 - Kingscliff
Ignite Conference - Ideas that Excite, Engage and Empower – Kempsey

Congratulations to all event organisers and sub-regions across the North Coast.

Funding Boost For Urunga Riverside Holiday Resort
Member for Cowper Luke Hartsuyker this week announced a $950,000 Federal Government
grant for a big expansion of Urunga's award winning Riverside Holiday Resort.
The grant, from the Commonwealth's Building Better Regions Fund, is a contribution to the
nearly $3 million project that will increase the number of self-contained units at the complex
from 30 to 38. The funds will also help build better parking, storage, and office facilities.
Mr Hartsuyker said the project was a great boost for the resort which is a major contributor to
the Urunga economy. He especially praised the Federation of Community Sporting and Working
Clubs, which runs the resort, for the emphasis it will continue to place on making its facilities
more accessible to disabled holiday makers.
Please see attached the full Media Release and congratulations to Urunga Riverside Holiday
Resort.

NEW Coffs Coast Destination Video
Be the first to view the NEW Coffs Coast destination video and discover ways you can make this
campaign work for your business!
WHEN: Monday 8 April, 5.30pm to 8pm
WHERE: Jetty Memorial Theatre, Harbour Drive, Coffs Harbour
RSVP: By 1 April - tickets are limited
More information online.

Call Out From Ballina Tourism Team
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The Ballina Tourism team want businesses across the region to be part of a new visitor guide to
attract holiday makers to the Northern Rivers and in so doing, contribute to the visit economy.
Please see details online to participate in this cooperative program.

Industry Development Opportunities
Destination NSW Focus on Japan Workshop 2019
Destination NSW invites New South Wales tourism suppliers to attend the
Focus on Japan Workshop & Gala Dinner on 31 May 2019.
The one-day workshop and gala dinner will be held in Sydney on Friday, 31 May. The event is
designed to provide tourism suppliers the opportunity to meet with 30 key Japanese travel
agents.
Applications are now open and will close on Friday, 29 March 2019.
See event Prospectus for information and registration details.
Next TASAC Meeting
Please note, the next The Tourist Attraction Signposting Assessment Committee (TASAC)
Meeting will be held in region at the Coffs Harbour Council Chambers, 2 Castle St, at 9:30am,
April 17th.
More information about TASAC and their role can be found online with individuals or groups
welcome to present to TASAC regarding signposting issues or projects. This can be arranged by
contacting TASAC. The committee then provides feedback to assist in addressing issues or
developing the project for tourist signposting.
Byron Bay Pitching Workshop
The Funding Network has joined forces with Southern Cross University Enterprise lab in this
intimate hands-on workshop is designed to help purpose-driven businesses and non-profits of all
sizes.
Read more online.
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Upcoming Events
To aid in your planning, please be aware of some upcoming events across the North Coast.
Regional Masters Expo - 30th March - Grafton
There will be something to delight all noses and tastebuds at the Regional Masters Food Expo in
Yamba at the Gate to Plate Festival. Designed to bring the region's artisan food and drink
producers together to celebrate and grow the region's food tourism offer, twelve hand-picked
exhibitors assemble to offer tasting samples, master classes and, as the evening draws in, a
Roman Banquet for 100 lucky ticket holders.
Kyogle Fairymount Festival - 29th March - 6th April - Kyogle
Join the Kyogle community at this family friendly event full of fun, music and local food.
Bluesfest - 18th - 22nd April - Byron Bay
Internationaly renowned blues and roots music festival celebrates its 30th year.
Maclean Highland Gathering - 19th - 20th April - Maclean
Embrace our Scottish heritage at this fun-filled festival.

Destination North Coast
PO Box 146
LISMORE NSW 2480
P: 02 6622 7429
E: admin@dncnsw.com
W: www.dncnsw.com
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